Linnaeus, in his Species , places them under the title Ennea?idria , by the name Laurus.
The leaf, flower, and fruit, of this plant, are par ticularly defcribed by Mr, Ray.
The leaf is fmooth and fhining; has one large vein running thro' the midft, and a remarkable one on each fide; the middle one generally running near the length of the leaf.
The leaves differ in fhape, fome being more acute, others more oval or obtufe.
The flowers grow in an umbel, fomewhat like the Laurus Tinus-; but they are fmall, confiding of one petal, of a tubular form at the bottom, and divided at the top into fix fegments in the form of a ftar.
The flowers are fucceeded by berries growing out of a capfula, like acorns in fh a p e w h ic h berries contain a fhining feed.
The defcription of Mr. Ray of the flower, in his defcription of the Cinnamon of Malabar, is ex tremely accurate; as is alfo the figure in the Hortus Malabaricu.j, N°. 5*. and the defcription, fob 107. under the name Cdua. I fhall therefore refer to thofe.
I fhall not trouble you w ith the quedion debated by Mr. Ray, whether the Cinnamon and Caffia of the ancients were, or were not, the fame with thofe fo called by the moderns ? whether the Cinnamon of the ancients was the twigs of the tree bearing doves, or any plant now unknown to us ? Mr. Ray has largely treated on this fubjed; and to him I refer fuch as are curious to be informed on this fubjed.
But as the Cinnamon and Caflia of the ancients are faid to have been ufed as perfumes, and to make a perfumed [ 862 ] perfumed ointments, I think they muft have differed from ours, whofe fmell is not very fragrant, nor is emitted to any great diftance.
The matter of the prefent inquiry is, whether the Cinnamon of Ceylon is the fame fort of plant with that growing in Malabar, Sumatra, differing only by the foil or climate, in which it grows, which is the opinion of Garcias; or from the culture or manner of curing the plant, as I am inclined to believe ; or whether it is really a different genus or fpecies^ of plant, as many people believe, and fome botanical writers feem to indicate.
I fhall endeavour to explain this matter by pro ducing, iff, The defcriptions of the moft celebrated authors:
adly, By producing the moft accurate figures of th e plants of Sumatra and Ceylon: xxxvi.] 3dly, By fhewing the fpecimen of the leaves and branches brought from Sumatra.
I have no fpecimen from Ceylon; but have care fully examined the fpecimens kept in the Britifh M ufeum, with the affiftance of Dr. Maty and Mr. Empfon, and compared them with the fpecimens I have from Sumatra; from whence I traced exactly the figures brought herewith: which fpecimens are un doubtedly brought from Ceylon, and were the colle&ions of Boerhaave, Courteen, Plukenet, and Petiver.
But, previous to this inquiry, I would premife, that the writers, who give the defcription of the Cinnamon of Ceylon, were probably not acquainted with that of Malabar at the time of their publifhing -their works.
.Mr.
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Mr. Ray alfo, who fo accurately defcribes the flower of the Cinnamon of Malabar, feems not fo well acquainted with its fruit; and probably had then never feen the fpecimens of the Cinnamon from Ceylon ; for his defcription is plainly borrowed from others, and not his own. Tho' I have reafon to think he afterwards faw the fpecimens of Mr. Courteen, and was convinced, that the plants were the fame.
In his defcription of the Cinnamon of Ceylon, he fuppofes differences in the manner of veining the leaf, which are not found in the leaves themfelves. He fuppofes, that the Cinnamon of Ceylon differs from that of Malabar by its berries growing in cups like acorns y which is apparently the fame in both, as may be feen in its figure in the Hortus cus.
The other differences taken notice of by the bo tanic writers are as follow :
In in the leaves of the one being oval, the other fharppointed; and that the nerves are limited at the bottom in the Cinnamon, but not fo in the Caflia : for as to the temper florens, mentioned by Burman, that muff undoubtedly be common to both. Now as to the different fhape of the leaves, we know how often this happens by feminal varieties, and from the age of plants, as in the leaves of holly and iv y ; and that even the fhapes of leaves vary greatly on the very fame plant, and fometimes on the fame branch ; as in the afh, and many other plants, the leaves of .the young fhoots are more oval than thofe on the old boughs, which are generally more pointed. .But this variety is much, more frequentdn the. plants of. warm countries. In the faffafras, part of the leaves generally near the bottom of the plant are plain, whilft the other leaves are di vided into three lobes or fegments. I have obferved great difference alfo in the leaves of almoft every one of the American oaks.
In the Virginian cedar, the berries pf the fame plant produce fome plants with juniper . leaves, and others with leaves like the favin; and fome plants with both leaves growing on the fame plant.
I muff, pbferve, that Burman has, in his figures pf the two plants before mentioned, made them extremely different. In that of. Ceylon he has made all the leaves oval; and, to make the difference greater,,has drawn the rudiments of the berries; to which he has added the flower, or part of it, at the top of the ftyle or rudiment of the fruit: and in that of Malabar he has drawn the flower growing in ^le umbel, On
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On thefe drawings I mud obferve, that his draw ing of the Cinnamon of Ceylon agrees with no one fpecimen in the Britifn M ufeum ; and fcarcely is one leaf to be found of the fhape, which he gives.
The firft figure, which I (hall produce, is a draw ing, which I procured from the ingenious Mr. Ehret in the year 1754: which, as I am informed by Mr. Empfon, was from a fpecimen, given to Mr. Ehret by him in that year, of the Cinnamon of Ceylon.
See
This agrees in every thing with the drawing of the Cinnamon of Malabar in the Hort. . it may be obf erved, that the nerves do not go quite to the bot tom of the leaf. But this is merely accidental, as will appear by the leaves of the fame plant brought from Sumatra, which I fhall produce; in which, part of the leaves have veins going quite to the bottom, and united there, and the others not fo. See Fig. 3 .
The next drawing I (hall produce contains that of the leaves of the Cinnamon plant, from fpeci men s in the Britifh Mufeum. The points of the leaves are broken off. From all thefe fpecimens it plainly appears, that the diflindion of foli is ev lanceclatis appear well founded..
But were it otherwife, and that the leaves of the plants differed, it would by no means be a proof of any material difference in the nature or quality of the plants y as is well known to perfons converfant in natural hiffory.
Before I leave this fubjed of the defeription of the plant, it may be proper to mention, that Bauhin -calls the one of thefe plants Qinnamomum or -Malabari c a & JamnenJii,and the other Cinnamo Canella Z e y l a n i c a , Bauhin. f i n a x4 08 and 409 ; .neither from thefe names, nor from his defeription,, can any eonelufive argument be formed : and that Herman, in his Ilort.
L i t g.

calls this Cinnamon of Ceylon
Cinnamonia\ If any conjecture can arife from hence, it may be, that the Cinnamon of Ceylon was formerly, as well as.
as that of Sumatra and Malabar, called Cafiia ; but th at the Dutch writers, being acquainted with the excellent qualities, which the ancients afcribed to their Cinnamon, chofe to add the name Cinnamon to that ofC afiia: and in procefs of time they have found the name of Cinnamon more profitable than that of Cafiia, by which we chufe to call our Canella, to our national lofs of many thoufands a year.
Having now given an account of the figure of thefe plants, and in what rdpedt they are faid herein to differ ; I (hall proceed to confider the pretended differences in the Canella itfelf; which are fuppofed not to be in form only, but fubftantial and material; .and are generally tmderftood to be fo by perfons fuppofed to be acquainted with the fubjeef Mr. 
f o h n f o n.
From thefe reafons Mr. Ray draws a conclufion .{I muft own not very inflru&ive), that the Cinnacnon of Ceylon is Cinnamon; and the Cinnamon of Malabar, &c. is the Cafiia of the {hops.
From the fpecknens I fhall now produce, it will mofi: plainly appear, that thefe differences are merely accidents arifing from the age of the Canella, the part of the tree from whence it is gathered, and from the manner of cultivating and curing it.
S In
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In the P h i l o f o p h. 'TranfaB. N°. 278. Mr. Strachan's account of Ceylon, which is abridged by Eames and Martyn, vol. ii. p. 183. he fays, that there are two forts of Cinnamon-trees, of which the tree, which is efteemed the bed, has a leaf muc larger and thicker than the other; but other wife no difference is to be perceived! Notei Here is no mention of the I remember, in an account given fome years ago to the Royal Society, three or four forts were men tioned ; and it was faid the bed: fort was cut every three or four years.
This fuperiority I then gueffed (as well as the dif ference of leaves mentioned by Mr. Strachan) to arife from the cutting the tree down every three or four years; which occafioned it to produce ftrong and vigorous fhoots, thicker and larger leaves, as well as greater quantity of bark, and of a fuperior • large fhoot or fucker of this plant was produced in the year 1750. or yi. by my worthy friend Dr. William Watfon, together with an account of the Cinnamon-tree; which is publifhed in the . TranfaB.yol. xlvii. p. 301. This fhoot was a plain proof to me, that the Cinnamon was frequently cut down, and that this fhoot arofe from the root of a plant fo c u t; for it was of the fize of a walkingcane ; and no fhrub could have produced fuch a fhoot, unlefs a drong plant cut down. 
detraffius.
This fhews, that the bark was gathered every three years: but Mr. Ray was not acquainted, that the plant was cut down, in order to take off the bark, once in three years.
In the account above mentioned to be given to the Society by Dr. Watfon, no defcriptions are given either of the plants of Ceylon, or M alabar; but he quotes Burman, who fays, that he had nine different forts of Cinnamon from Ceylon, of which that, which is the beft, is brought to us, and called by the name Rajfe
C o r o n d e.
W hat the differences between thefe forts were, does not appear; whether in leaf or bark, or manner of culture. And I muft obferve, that in all the fpecimens in the Britifh Mufeum I could obferve no difference of fpecies. But this is to be underflood, that every fort coming from Ceylon is, by the Dutch and by the fhops, called Cinnamon; and that of our own growth is by them always called Caffia. The reafon is obvious.
The fpecimens, which I now produce, of the Canella or bark of the Cinnamon of Sumatra, I pro cured in the year 1755. from Mr. Tho. Combes, a gentleman then in the fervice of the Eafl India Company in Sumatra, by means of a friend.
I was then attempting to form a fociety for the carrying on a General Natural Hiflory, to try proper experiments, and to employ proper painters and en gravers fuitable to the importance of the fubjeCt; and therefore attempted to eflablifh a correfpondence in thofe parts, whofe productions are as yet little known to the public.
I men-I mention this ddign, becaufe it would not be poffible elfe to explain what Mr. Combes means by the word S o c i e t y, which he fo often mentions in his letter; of which I fhall produce an extract, fo far as it relates to the prelent inquiry.
It feemed to me very improbable (as the fame plants are generally found in the fame latitude and foil), that the fpices now in the poffeffion of the Dutch Ihould grow only in that final 1 trad of land, which is in their pofleffion. And I had many credible informations, that, whatever they may pretend to the contrary, this is only a pretence.
I therefore defired to obtain the beft information o f the nature and culture of the plants producing fpices, as well as o f many other things, which are foreign from this inquiry.
I defired to know, how the fpices were dried and cu red; and that different fpecimens might be fent me of the plants, their feed, flower, leaf, and bark, and properly cured and prepared.
This produced the anfwer I lay before you here with, together with the fpecimens now produced.
You fee hereby, that the Dutch dry their Cinna mon in fand ; probably to take away that vifcoflty, which is complained of in the Cafiia.
And you will obferve alfo, that the fpecimen produced dried and cured is alfo as free from any vifcofity, as the Cinnamon of Ceylon : That it agrees alfo with the Cinnamon in every other quality, and in colour; and that none of the dHfin&ions m en tioned by Mr. Ray can be found herein ; but that they may arife from the part of the tree, from whence the bark was taken; the inner bark of the large wood being red, as you fee by the other fpecimen produced.
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produced. And the common Cafiia taken from the larger branches, and not cured, has the vifcofity complained of in fome degree, tho' much lefs than it had four years fince, when I received it. Mr. Ray fays, that one is weaker in tafle, as he fuppofes, than the other. That may be fo from its manner of drying, or keeping of it. Dried in large quantities, and by a flronger heat, it will probably be ftronger, than if it is dried in a lelfer quantity, and flower.
As for the vifcofity, the glutinous part is found in every plant in fome degree, as well as in every animal. It preferves the parts from moifture; but will be confumed by heat or tim e; and it will be a prefervative to the plant, till it is deflroyed -> which was the reafon, as I fuppofe, that Mr. Ray men tions Caflia to have kept good thirty years," the vifcoflty not having been deflroyed by drying.
I fuppofe the reafon, which the Dutch have to* dry it, is to make it fooner fit for the market, and poflibly fitter for diftillation.
You will fee from Mr. Combes's letters and fpecimens, that he thinks there may be two forts of Caflia or Cinnamon in Sumatra: pofiibly there may be the fame difference in Ceylon; but, if fo, I fufpedr them both to be only feminal varieties, and that theirr virtues are the fame.
Mr. Barlow, fome time fince a Surgeon in the fervice of the India company, made a confiderable quantity of oil of the Caflia of Sumatra, which was very little, if any thing, inferior to that drawn from, Cinnamon 5 and it was fold to great profit.
If thefe plants are really the fame, or if they are of equal goodnefs, fuppofing there was a fmall dif ference:
C 872 ] ference in the form of the leaf, it might be well worth the attention of the Eaft India company to try to cultivate thefe plants in the manner they do in Ceylon; that is, to make plantations in a proper foil; and to have regard to the proper diftance from the fea of the place, where they try the experiment: for fome plants require to be near the fea, and others far from it, in Sumatra; which is the cafe of the Mango, and Mangofteen; the one of which muft be near the fea, the other at a diftance from it. I think the plants ftiould be buffered to grow ftrong, to be fix or feven years old, and then cut every three years, the bark peel'd off and dried in hot fand, and packed clofe, and kept dry. This I take to be all neceflary to be done, to try, if our Cinnamon will not produce as good a price as that of the Dutch.
Perhaps the plants need not ftand fo long before c u t; for the vegetation of plants in hot countries is very great.
There are many other moft valuable vegetables in Sumatra, which might be made ftaple commodities, as fagoe, camphire, feveral forts of ginger, rice, and many other, which are foreign to the prefent inquiry.
But it may not be amifs to recommend it to the traders to Sumatra to bring fome quantity of the twig-bark of the true Caflia, well cured ; and alfo to the company, to have a chemift at Sumatra, to extrad carefully the oil of Caflia; which is beft, and in ..greateft quantities, produced from the bark of the body, and of the larger branches of the tree: and alfo that the company would procure an exemption of all cuftoms or duties on Caflia, or on the oil of •Caflia, for fome tim e: and alfo that the college of 8 phyficians [ 873 ] phyficians in their difpenfatory would diredfc Caffia or Cinnamon of Malabar or Sumatra to be ufed, inftead of the Cinnamon of Ceylon; and that th e . fame fhould be ufed by apothecaries and diftillers, and in all fimple and compound waters, in which Cinnamon is ufed.
Extradi of a Letter from Mr, Thomas Combes, dated Fort Marlborough, y Jan. ijff.
¥ N regard to the firft article of your paper, now -® -before me, which is the inquiry defired to be made concerning the fpices, I am of opinion, that the true Cinnamon grows no-where but on the ifland of Ceylon, unlefs Caffia be allowed to be the fame tree, which I am inclined to think. N°. p. contains feeds of the Caffia or wild Cinna mon-tree. As for the feeds of the true Cinnamontree, I believe they are very difficult to be g o t; for as the Dutch are the foie mailers of this fpice, and get a good deal of money by it, I fancy, according to their ufual cullom, they have very well guarded againft the tranfplantation of it. I hope however, that thefe feeds will not be unacceptable to the fociety, as Caffia itfelf is of fome value ; and as I am very doubtful, whether this tree is not the fame with the true Cinnamon, being of opinion, that the dif ference obferved in them arifes from the different method of curing their barks, or from the taking the bark from different parts of the tree, or at . dif ferent feafons, or of different ages, or perhaps all thefe.
I have made inquiry concerning this from fome very intelligent perfons, and found them to be of V o l . yo. y T opinion,
